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'Iu;portaﬁt Lstter fiom J. W. Booth.
We. Liuve just seceived, says the
Philadeiphia Fress April 19, the foi~
lowing leiter, writ:in by John Wilkes
Booth, and placed by him in the hands

| of his brotherin-law, J. S. Clarke, in

a sealed cnvelopt, and addressed to
himseif, 1n his ows hand-writing. In
the same envelop) were some United
S.ates bonds .l oil stocks. This
letter was “opened by Mr. Clarke for
the first time oo Monday last, and im-
medtely boded by him to Marshal
Millward, who Yas kindly placed it in
our hauds.  Most unmistakaily 1t
proves that he must for many months
have contemplated seizing the person
of the late President, It is, however,
t doubtinl whether he imagioed ' the
black deed which has plinged the
nation iuto the deepest gloom, and at
the same Ui awakened it to just and
righteous indignation:

: , 1864, |

My Dear Sir: Yen may use-this
as you thiuk best.. But as some may
wish to know when, who and-wh :
and as I kngw not how to
give iv (i ihe words'\f youry
*To whom it may cortern.’
Light or wrong, God o
men:  For be my motive
of ane Lhing 1 am sure,
condemuation of the N opy

me, 1ot
{ or Liad,
lasting

or all commupions. Thus, for |

Llove peace more tlanfile. Ilave
loved tue Union beyon<ilxpression.
For four rears have ! e, Voped
and praved for the cil¥s o
breals, agd for o re on of onr
former sivshine, sait longer
wunld ifa ciime, pe for peace
s dead, M: prave e proved us
#lle as @y hapes, will be doue.

nitis end.
Sonth were
!
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b Lineolu, our vegre aco, Wyls

plainiy war — wor nponfsuiticrn rigi‘ns
and instilutions, Hiy eleeticn proved
it. ‘*Await an overl act! es, (ill
you are bound and plurdered.sy YWhat
folls! The Sowh were wise. Who
thinks of argument or patience when
the finger of his enem- presses on the
trigger? In a foreignwar, I too could
say, ‘Country, right ¢r mrong! But
i in a struggle sach. as ours, (where the
brother tries to pierce the brother's
heart,) for God’s esike choose the
right. When a country like this
spurns justice from her side she for-
feits the allegiance of every honest
freeman, and shov'd leave him, un
trammelled by any fealty soever, to act
us his conscience riay approve,

People of the Norili, to hate ty-
rauny; to love lijerty and justice; ¢
etrike at wiong.and apiression, was
the teaching of ovr Futlers, The study
oF our history wil rot let me forget
11, and may it neer.

This eountry wae formed for the
white, not for tle llack man.

7
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same stand-poim, held Ly the noble
framers of our Constitution, I, for one,
have ever conslared it one of the
greatest blussing:-—Loth for themnselves
and us—that Gad ever Lestowed upon
a favored nation. Witness heretofure
our weallii anu power, witness their
elevation 'and. enlightenmerit above
their race elscwhere. 1 have lived
amonzst it mes; of my life, and have
seen less hiarsh irertment from master
to man than 1 have behed in the
North from father to son. Yes,
heaven knows, no one wobld be willing
to do more f4r Jhe negro 1.cé than |
could 1 but searai wir to stll bettey
their conditie- v b ¢

But Lined n's palicy is enly prepar-
ine the way for their total aunihila-
o The Soutlh are unot, nor have
¢ they bean filiti r for the continnation
iof siavery. ‘The first battle of Isnll
Ran did wwuy with that icea. Their
eauses sinee furwar have Lean as nolile
and greate: far than those that urged
our fathers on,  Kvenshoald we allow
they were wrong at the Legioning of
this contest, cruelty and injustice have
made the wrong become e right and
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thiey stand now; befors the worder and
admiraticn of the! world, as a noble’
baud of patriotic heroes. Hereafter,
#ading, of their deeds, Thermopyle
#ill be.forgotten.

; W7hen Iaided in the capture and
execution of John Brown—who was a
muidefer on our Western border, and
who was fairly tried and counvicted.
before an impartial judge and jury, of
treasun, and who, by the way, has
since been made a god—I was proud
of my little share inethe transaction,
for I deemed it my duty, and that I
v:as helping our common country to
perform an act of justice. But what
was & crime in poor John Brown is
uow considered, by themselves, as the
greatest and only virtue of the whole
Republican party. Strange transmi

grationl Vice become a virlue
simply because wifre indulge in itl

I thought then, as now, that the

Abolitiviists were the only traitors in
the land, and that the entire party- de-
Served «he same fate as poor old
Brown; mnot because they wish to
abolish slavery, but on account of the
means they have ever endeavored, to
use to effoct that abolitian. If Brown
wera living, I doubf whether he hifa:
self would set slavery aeainst jhe
Union. : Most,.or many iu the Ngrth
de, and openly, curse the Union ifjthe
South e to return and retain a single
right guaranteed.to them hy everr tie
which we once revered as sacied.’ The
South ran make no choice. It is
either ixtermination or slavefy for
themseives, w®tse than death, o draw
from. [ know my choice.

1 havy aiso studied hard to discover
upor, what grounds the rieht of a4 State
to sacede has been denied, when our
very nume, United States, and the De-

e -an fiof In-lepebas ' Lot pro-
vide in secession. Ll tere is o
time for words. ' T wiit i Luste. . T

know now faclish I si
for undertaking sneh a rtep as this,
where, on the one side, I have many
friends and everything to rake me
bappy, where my professiun alone Las
gained nie an income of more than
twenty thousand dollars a vyear, and
where my great personal ambition in
my professivn has such a great fisld
for labor. On the other hand. the
South have never bestowed upon me
one kind word; a place now whera I
have no f{riends, excep. beneath the
sod; & place where I wmust either be-
come & private soldier .or a begmar.
To give up all the former for the latsr;
besides my nifer and sisters, whom
I love 'so dearly. although they so
widely d.ffler'with ma in opinion, seems
insane; but God is my judme. T Java
Justice mdre than I do a country that
disowns it; more than fame and
wealth; more—Heaven pardon me if

And,
looking upon Afican slavery from the '

wrong—more than a bappy home. 1

have never been upon a batye field:

bat oh! my countrymen, could you bat

see the reality or efivets of this horrid

war as T have seen them, in every
State, save Virgitiap I koow - vou

would think like me, ;.ud would pray

the Almighty to create in e North-

“rn mind a seuse of right and justice—

even should: it possess no sewsoning of
mercy—und thatdes would dvy up this

sea of blaod bLetween us, which is

cally growing wider. Alad poor

country, is she to meet iier thiveatenad

doom? ;

Four years ago I would have griven

a thonsand lives to see her reniin, as

[ had always known uer, powerful

ami uabroken.” And even mw 1

wodd hold my life as nausht o see

her what she was, Ol my friends,
il tue fearful sceues of the past faur
yeams had never been enacted, or if
whay bias beeu had been Lut {right-

‘cned dream, from which wa cculd now
“awake, with what overflowing Lear's
could we bless God and pray [r his
conticued favor!  ITow I have loved
tie oli flag can never now beY%nown.,
A few years since and the eriire

worlc could Loast of none se puynd
spotless. But I have of latg”bsen

2!l be Huemad |
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deeds of whic} she has been 1aade the
emblem, and/would shudder to think
how \changgi she had grows. Oh!
how I have longed to see her break
from the midst of blood ancvdeath
that circler round her folds, saoiling
ber bzauty and tarnishing ber “onor.
But no, day by day has she Leen
dragged fiecper and deeper into truelty
and opgression, tili pow. in my eves,
ber anch bright red .'ries lonl: like
bloodyigashes on the face of heaven.
Ilotk now upon my early admi-
ration of her glories as a dream.. My
love, s things stand to-day, is for the
South alone. Nor do I deem it a dis-
hon¢r in attempting to make for her a
prisoner of this man, to whom she
owes o mych of misery. I success
atjend me I go peuniless to her side.
They say she las found that ‘last
diteh’ which the North have so long
derided and been endzaveriog to force
her in, forgetting they ars our broth-
ers, and tuat it is impolitic to goad an
enemy to madness. Should I reach
her i safety, and if tme, I, will
provdly bez permission to triumph or
die in tiiat same ‘ditel’ by her side.

own responsibility.
J. WILEES BOOTH.
CIRCUMSTANCES UNBPER WHICH THE
LETTER WAS RECEIVED BY CLARKE,
The Philadelphia Ledger, of April
19, states that J. Wilkes Booth. the
wretched assassin of President Lin-

over to the Umteqd States Marshal,
rhis letier is undated, but it could
not have been written later than
Januasy, and was probably written in
November. It shows that if John
Wilkes Booth did not then contem-
plate killing the Presideut, he had at
least resolved to aid the rebellion in
some striking and startling way. Tt
is probable that Lie was then bound by
an oath to obey some secret ba.d of
conspirators, and his object in address-
ing the letter to bhimself was to insure
secrecy till he had taken some step
which would give the family reason
for opening it. So strong were his
sympathies for the rebel causo that he
would undoubtedly have joined the
rebel army at the beginning -of the
war, il it had not been for the firm
opposition of his family, and the grief
of his mother. ~ His brothers, Edwin
aud Junius, cunsidered his declarations
that the rebellion was right, 2s merely
the wild talk of a reckless young man.
His opinions and feelings were so dif-
ferent from those of his family, that a
virtnal separation became unavoidable
2nd he has visited neither his brother
nor brother.in-law since January last.

WLen Dr. Rush was & young man,
he was invited to dine in company with
Robert- Morris, a2 man celebrated for
tho part be took in the Americsn Re-
volution. It so happened that the
eompany had waited sometime for Mr,
Morris,  Who by his appesrance,
apologised for detaining them, by say-
ing be Lad been engaged in reading a
sermon of a clergyman who had just
gone to England to receive orders,

Well, Mr, Morris, caid the Doctor,
how did you like thasermon? I have
heard it high'y extolled.

Why Doctor, said he, T did not like
itat 2ll. It is too smooth and tame
forme, Mr. Morns, replied the Docter,
what sort of serioon do you like?

I like, sir, replicd Mr. Morris, that
kind of preaching which drives a man
ipto the cornar of hig pew, and makes
’ﬂ‘im think thedgvil 3 alter Lim.

It is & misfortune for a man to have
a crooked nose, for bie has to follow it.

seeing and Dfaring of the bloody

A Coafederate doing- duty on his |
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FPeuarx IxrLueNce axp Exeror —
I bave noticed that a married mun
falling into wisfortune ie more.apt to
rotrieva his situstion in the world than
& single ore, chiefiy because bis suirits
are soothed and relieved by domestic
endearments snd  selrespact. kejt
alive by finding that, though abroed
may be darkness anl kumiliatior, yet
thera is still a little world of love at
home of which he is monarch. W here- -
a3, » single man is apt toTun to waste
snd eelfneglect; to fail to ruins like
some duserted mansion, for want of ap,
inhabitaut. 1 bave often had occssion
to remack the fortitude with which
women sustain the most overwheln-
ing reverses of fortune. Those dis-~
asters which break down the spirit
of man and prostrate him in the dust,
seem to call forth all the energies of
the softer sex, and give such intre-
pidity and elevation to their characters,
that at times it approaches to eub-
limity. Nothing can be more touch-
ing than to”behcold 2 soft and tender
female, who had been al] wweakness and
depen&e'\ce, acd alive to every ‘rivial
roughness, while treading the prosper-
ous path, suddealy rising 1 mental
force to e comforter and supporter of
her husband under misfortunes, abid
ing with unshrinking firmpess the bit-
terest blast of adversity. As the vias
which bas long twined its graceful
‘oliage abou* the oak,and has been
iifted by him into sunshine, will, whea
the hardy plant is riven by the thun-

coln, in Januvary last leit a letter in a | derbolt, cling around with its caressing
sealed envelope, directed to himself, at | tendrils,
the housz of, Mr. J. S. Clarke, his | brow, so, too, it is beautifully ordained
brother-in-law, in this city, with the i b7 Providence that woman, who is the
statement that trey contuined oil | ornament and dependent of man,in hia
stocks and bonds. The; remained at | buppier hours, should be Lis stay and
the house of Mr. Clurke nnti! :fior the | sclsca when smitten with dira
jeritee of Friay wieht, wien Mr, o coclain calamities, winflin_p; neiself intg
[ Clatse opened then aod Landed thew: i tke rugged recessps of his nature and

and bind up the shattered

and

binding up the broken hewt—~Zrving,

A Frea Uxpzr A MicroscorE.—
Chambers” Journal [urnishes the fol-
lowing very iutcresting paragraph
about a very small subjeet:

“When a flea i3 made to appear as
large as an clephant, we can see all
tiie wonderful parts of its formatiion,
and are astonisied to find that it has
a coating of anmor wuch niore com~
plste than ever a warrior wore, and
composed of strong poiished plates, *
fittad over each other, each platecovered
like a tortoise shell, aud where they
meet, hundreds of stronz quills pro-
ject like teose on the back of the.po:-
cupioe or hedgelkog.

“There are the arched neck, the
bright eyes, the tiransparent cases,
piercers to puncture the skin, a sveker
to lraw away the blood, six jointed
legs, four of which are folded on the
breast, ready at any moment to te
thrown out gvith tremenlous force for
thai jump, which botkers one when
they want to catch him, and at the
end of each leg hocked claws, to en-
able him tfo cling io whatever ke
alights upon, A flea can jumn a kun
dred times his own length, which is
the same as if a man jumped to the

-height of seven Lundred feet: and ha

can draw a Joad two hundred times
his weight.”

A Nosorocrst.—During the late
canvass in Michigan, surgcory
dentist was aking an excellen:
epeech in one of the interior towns.
A low fatlow, belonging to the ovher
party, interrupted lim with the qie.-
tion, ‘What do you ask to puil a
tooth, docte:? <1 will pull all your

i

€

teeth for a shiliug, and your newe

gratis,’ renlied the <pealior. »
: [Gult Reporicr
Biores  axn
them there bLibles! sske
spedimen, of the elork o th n
court, as he pointed lo a pile of blotk
records of wills. ‘Ng apswere:
clerk ‘those ure testaments.’
o ———
Ten thousand dollars is a large sun
but we have all spent & suramer,

i verd4nt
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